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Vise-grip Pliers

Neither pliers, wrench, clamp, nor wire cutters, the vise-grip pliers is a hybrid that suc-
cessfully blends the best features of all four. This clever mechanism puts more than one
ton of gripping power into the user’s hand. It can be adjusted so that its jaws will self-lock
onto any firm object up to 1% inches across. The vise-grip’s tooth pattern and tremendous
gripping force make it capable of grasping uneven objects and turning sheared nut heads.
And the vise grip’s self-lock mechanism holds the jaws on the work surface even when the
user’s hands are removed. In operation, the squeezing of the handles produces a lever-
magnified force in the jaws.
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The drawings at the left show how the
end screw is used to size the jaws for
a bolt head (top) and how the release
bar is tripped to open the jaws (bot-
tom). The release bar is handy, too,
for sizing the tool to out-of-round,
rusted, or irregularly shaped parts
when frequent readjustment is re-
quired. The inmost portion of the
jaws forms a hefty wire cutter.







